‘Che Galloping Ground Odcout

Don Cronin
10t Light Horse
An Outstanding Horseman



By Lloyd Nelson & Jim West

About this brief history:

Wagin farmer Jim West (a Cronin descendant) and
local writer LIoyd Nelson (a one-time neighbour of
Don Cronin at East Wagin) have joined forces to
commemorate the approaching Centenary of
ANZAC and to pull together between one set of
covers, much of what is on record about early
settlers, the Cronins of Glen Cove, near Bullock
Hills in the Central Great Southern and that of their
famous folklore son, John O’'Donald Cronin —
known universally as Don.

Jim did most of the research via his computer and
both of the collaborators were surprised at the
coverage given Don in the universal media of the
day — the Press. The insightful articles about the
Cronins and Don in particular, come from the book
of Katanning Memories initiated and edited by past
Katanning Shire President of lllareen Katanning,
Ross Anderson.

Two related articles — Gallipoli Revisited and A

Walk Around Wagin on Vincent O’Donoghue have
been included to show the dark side of Don’s War.

Here are Jim West's memories of the famous Don.



Stories and legends of the great bushman and
stockman, Don Cronin were often mentioned at
family gatherings; especially of his sense of humour
and the legendary stutter. This sent me on the path
of researching the history of this relative of our
family.

Having heard of his ability with horses, | contacted
the Stockman’s Hall of Fame to see what
information they had about Don. The answer was —
none, and it seemed they were not at all interested
in this West Australian legend. Being surprised at
the disinterest, | began research in other quarters.
What a good surprise was in store after spending
many hours on the computer discovering what an
interesting and varied life he had. Not having a
great journalistic ability, | suggested to Lloyd

Nelson that he collaborate to put Don’s record
down for posterity.

One of the first stories of Don | heard from my
Grandmother (cousin of Don), Alice West (nee
Cronin), often known as Cis. Don, at over 80 years
old, was in the Wagin Hospital with a broken leg
and Cis went to visit and see how he was. Cis
asked how he broke the leg, but Don stubbornly
refused to tell. After much quiet persuasion and
insistence, Don said, ‘Alright I'll tell you, but first
shut the door’, and he then beckoned Cis to put her
ear down near him and he quietly whispered that
he’d fallen from his horse on a property in West
Arthur. ‘But how?’ said Cis and he replied that he
was hunting kangaroos with his stirrup iron.
Strangely, during my research, | found that this was
a favourite activity in company with his brothers and
the Haddletons as teenagers on the sandplain near
Glen Cove.



My research did not solve one of the family stories
that I'd often heard. It was said that during the
Palestine campaign in WW1, he scouted the wells,
enabling the Light Horse to go through the waddies
to attack the Turks and Germans from an unforseen
direction at Beersheba. If he did so, it must have
been a year previous to the famous charge at
Beersheba. The story that goes with this is pure
Don Cronin;

After returning later than expected from scouting
the wells, he was given a right dressing down from
an officer about his lateness. When the officer
finished, Don, with his legendary stutter, just said,
‘Ddddd-do you www-want to knnn-now where the
www-water is or nnnn-not?’

Don was accepted into the 10t Light Horse at
Blackboy Hill, and this confirmed to some degree,
the great story of his enlistment at 37 years old.
The Medical Officer, after his examination, said, ‘I'm
sorry Mr Cronin, but as you have an impediment,
(his stutter) we cannot accept you.” Don’s reply
was, ‘Dddd-do you think | www-want to ttttt-talk to
the buggers?’ The MO immediately enlisted Don.

It was pleasing to read Clem Cronin’s memories,
especially his mention of the Cronins at Lake
Cronin near Forrestonia, east of Hyden. | camped
at Lake Cronin in 1980 during a prospecting trip
with our metal detector. We believe that we found
their camp used during trips to Kalgoorlie (with
stores for the miners), from bullet shells and other
period paraphernalia found in close proximity to the
lake. We also camped at the same beautiful spot
where it is still frequented by kangaroos, emus,
ducks and dingoes, as described by Clem, but
unfortunately no sign of brumbies, which Don used
to catch, break and bring back to farming country



for sale. My Grandmother, Cis, had a part-brumby
mare called Linda and this mare’s mother was from
one of Don’s trips (to) out Lake Cronin way.
Grandma, and my father CIiff, always said she was
a magnificent hack. Somewhere, | still have a
photo of Grandma riding side-saddle on her.

One regret, is not being able to find out more about
the rodeo which Don helped run in Meekatharra in
the 1930’s with Rough Rider Harry Faber, in aid of
the Meekatharra Hospital, as well as more
information on the Highwaymens’ Dinner, held a
number of times in Perth - many of the famous old
stockmen attended. Another regret is not
researching this while my father was still alive, as |
heard many of the stories about Don from him, as
well as Peter Moran from the Wagin Hotel.

Don Cronin was selected in a team of rough riders,
along with Fred Norrish of Kojonup, to ride against
the Americans, but Fred could not go as he was too
young, so Don turned the trip down too. He is
known to have worked cattle from Queensland to
the Kimberley and all the way down to the
Murchison. Not many stockmen have wandered so
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far. He researched a water buffalo hide industry
from Melville Island, exporting skins to the
Philippines. Don has made trips droving down the
Canning Stock Route to Wiluna and family legend
quotes a number of trips.

It is obvious that John O’Donald Cronin was one of
the great unrecognised stockmen of the past.

Here is Lloyd Nelson’s take on Don:

Don’s sister, June, married another Light
Horseman, Eddie Jarick of Buchanan Park, East
Wagin. They farmed next door to my parent’s farm,
Boanning. Don, in his later years, spent a lot of
time on Buchanan Park and pulled his weight on
farm work. In his spare time he could be seen on
horseback with his dogs hunting after kangaroos on
Jarick’s sand plain block, which served as a wide

buffer between the Jarick’s

4 and Nelson’s farms|

As a youngster in the
1940’s, | shared, for some
weeks, a ward in Wagin
Hospital with Don. Despite his appalling stutter,
Don was a lively conversationalist and was
inundated with visitors on a daily basis. Although
his stutter was as bad as a stutter could be, he was
very quick mentally. One afternoon, | listened to
him suck in one of his visitors.

‘Here | was, Don said, hunting down a bit of
baby beef for the stock camp’s tea. This was on
Victoria River Downs. | was flat tack after a mob |
spooked, 44 Winchester rifle in hand, when | was
stricken, really stricken by a call of nature. My old
recurring dysentery, which | picked up in the desert
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in Egypt, had returned to bother me. | pulled up my
horse on the narrow track through head height
grass and jumped off to do the job. This done,
another small mob of cattle come belting along the
track totally ignoring me and hard on their heels
was about a dozen brumbies. The colt | was riding
that day, | later raced him at the Darwin Races,
picked up on the brumby fillies and was jumping
around every way as | tried to get back in the
saddle. What, with one thing and the other, |
finished up with my foot in the sssssssss — stirrup,
his guest suggested, nnnnnnnooo, nnnnot at
aaaaall, Don says, in the ssssssssSH*T.’

Among other tales about Don, was one from Dulcie,
the new wife of Norm Cronin of Bunkin; a very
good-looking girl and daughter of Les Wilmott of
Avoca, Moulyinning. She relates — a car pulls up at
Bunkin and a tall gaunt man gets out, he tips his lid.
I’m Don Cronin he says in his stuttering way. Now
that you're a new Cronin, | thought I'd better pay a
visit and check you out.

Another story relates to an anniversary Clay Target
shoot held in the field at Yowangup (pronounced
Yarnup) Hill, near the radio station mast. Don is a
foundation member of the Katanning Clay Target
Club. He is chatting to Margery Anderson, wife of
George Anderson of lllareen. Whilst he is doing
this, he is holding the stock of his ratty old shotgun,
a double-barrel one, up. Margery, a noted bridge
player, says, ‘why are you holding your gun up,
Don?’ Don says, ‘iiiif | ddddddon’t hhhhhold
mmmmmy gggggggun uuuup, Margery, the effing
firing pins fffffall ooooout.’

A Kobeelya girl, one of many at this famous Church
of England Girls School, who kept horses on site,
tells that if someone was having trouble with a
stroppy horse, the first help they called for was that
of Don.



Wagin identity, Peter Marley, has boyhood
memories of Don Cronin riding into Wagin on his
horse. Immaculately turned out, Peter says, in
Light Horse leggings and with an Emu-feathered
slouch hat. He always tied his horse under a big
pine tree at the back of the Bilston home (just
across the lane from the Methodist Church).

Peter also added another tale of Don’s army time:
Taken from Greenmount’s Blackboy Hill Army
Camp, with a sargeant in charge, they were tasked
in survival drill with a swim in the Swan River at
Guildford. Don, who was a marvellous swimmer,
demurred about entering the water. “Throw him in,’
the Sargeant says, and they do. Don doesn’t
surface, swims underwater across the River and
hides behind a log. Ten minutes later when
everyone, including the Sargeant, is in the water
duck-diving to find Don, all was panic. Don then
bobs his head up over the log and calls, Ffffffooled
yyyyou thhhhhat tttttime.

Reverting to the thread of this history.................
The Cronins have been in the Great Southern for a
very long time. They rode their horses along the
route that later was the railway line that brought the
original townsite of Wagin Lake, later just Wagin,
into being. Water everywhere, they reported — right
up to our saddle flaps. In retrospect, they probably
rode just a bit south of Wagin in a wet winter. The
‘water up to their saddle flaps’ quote indicate that
their route passed through the traditional area
where Wagin Lake overflow made its way over to
Racecourse Lake en route to the Lake Chain and
eventually to the Blackwood River. This was in the
area where Olds Brickworks stood for many years.
The Lake fills from the big unnamed creek draining
water from Badjarning and Tillellen and there is no



discernible outlet, it just spills back on a wide front
in the Brickworks area.

We can now look at the very first exploration by
Europeans (the local natives having been in this
area since time immemorial) of the area in the
vicinity of Cronin’s Glen Cove.

On the first of November 1835, at the start of the
summer season, the first exploring party camped
overnight at about two miles up from the Robinson
Road/Dumbleyung Road crossroads. The party
was led by Surveyor General John Septimus Roe
and included the Governor Sir James Stirling, York
sheep farmer Arthur Trimmer, Police Head
Rossmore Norcott and others including a native
tracker, Migo. The latter was an essential member
of the party as he had to find the native wells to
water the men and horses. In an aside to all this,
later in the trip, Migo nearly drowned at Cosy
Corner, Torbay, while swimming out to a small
island which Roe named on his survey map ‘Isle
Migo’. A few days later on this same trip, Roe,
perhaps brown-nosing the Governor a bit, named
Ellen Peak in the east Stirlings, after Stirlings wife
and he called Bluff Knoll, Mount Sir James. Ellen
Peak remains Ellen Peak to this day and the Stirling
Ranges name stands, but Mount Sir James
appropriately didn’t stick. Anyway Roe’s original
Field Book 10 of this expedition said of the area
near Glen Cove, quite accurately, ‘good grassy
country, very fair sheep country’.

We can now fast forward our story a bit and hand
over to Lyndsay Cronin, a good chap and again a
very good horseman.



10



swimming, etc. The huge dam in which swimming races were held was
Mick’s pride and joy. It had been dug out with pick and shovel and tip
dray soon after they arrived and occupied ten or twelve people,
including family and Aborigines, for six months. It was one of the , ;
permanent supplies of water for miles around and Mick was fond of

saying, ‘God and I are the district’s water board’. From this same dam

the family watered

—~. A

@y
P
P
=«
@ g
@5 e
L ae

=

=L
e L

the veoetahle

MICHAEL CRONIN, J.P., “Glen
Cove” Farm, situated 17 miles north-
east of Katanning, is a son of Mr.
Patrick Cronin, of Youghal, County
Cork, Ireland, where the gentleman
under review was born on Septem-
ber 4, 1842. He was educated at the
National School in his native
country, and when twelve years of
age sailed by the ship “Berkshire”
for Australia with his parents,
brothers, and sisters. The boat left
Southampton on December 3, 1854,
and arrived at Fremantle in March,
1855. Young Cronin was sent to
Bishop’s School at Perth, and upon
leaving this institution became en-
gaged in the bakery trade, continuing

H. C. Biltoft,

“Katanning.

Mr. MioHAEL CRONIN. .
until the removal of the family to
Pinjarra. He spent three years in oc-
cupations incidental to bush life, and
in 1861 set out to carve a career for
himself. Leaving the parental roof-

tree he came to Kojonup, where he !

worked on a farm for over two years,
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subsequently returning to the dis-
trict after a year at Toodyay. He
then took over the lease of a farm at
Mallitup—now Pallinup—where he
remained for seven years; andin 1875
went into occupation of the “Glen
Cove” Farm, which he had taken
up from the Government a couple of
years previously. Since that time
Mr. Cronin has found ample scope
for his energies in the development
of this and other properties, covering
an extent of 1,400 acres. At one
period he took over a pastoral
lease from the Government, com-
prising 20,000 acres, which he
used for grazing sheep, and did
considerable trade in  sandal-
wood, which at the time was
one of the chief industries in the
neighbourhood. Another of his ven-
tures took place at the time of the
Coolgardie gold rush, when Mr.
Cronin was among the first to find
his way across country to the scene
of the find, with the object of open-
ing up a route to the field from the
southern line. This, however, was
not wused, as the Government
hastened the construction of the
railway line to the district. These
were earlier enterprises, and latterly
mixed farming operations have ab-
sorbed his attention, together with
his public duties, which have in-
cluded those of Justice of the Peace
for the Katanning district, to which
office he was gazetted by the Daglish
Government. For ten years he
served as a memker of the Katanning
Roads Board, having been the first
mover in the petition to secure this
organization for the district. He
has filled the office of local treasurer
to the Roman Catholic Church, is a
member of the agricultural society
and of the Ka.ta,nning Racing Club,
of which he was one of the founders.
Mr. Cronin married in 1866 Elinor
Bridget Noonan, whose father was a
Civil Servant of Western Australia
when the State was under TImperial
control.  This lady died in 1885,
leaving a family of five sons and five
daughters.
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What a loss to the Boer War Expeditionary
Force. Don, with his skills, would have been the
ideal recruit for this force.

This same impediment may have something
to do with Don’s late entry into the 10t Light Horse.
He went to war, not at age 20, but at 37 years and
5 months — to a different war. His friends and
contemporaries such as Evan Bain, famous as
Sergeant Enie Bain, went much earlier and served
with distinction at Gallipoli. Thus Don signed onto
the strength of the 10t Light Horse.

As the cover of this history shows, Don was
a fine looking man. Six feet one and a half inches
in his stockinged feet, twelve and a half stone,
black haired, grey eyed. He was quite an eyeful.
Don never married. Rumour has it that quite a few
young women might have been amenable to a
proposal from Don, but didn’t have the patience to
go through the ordeal of such a stuttering event.
Otherwise he was a regular normal chap, his Army
Medical Record showing treatment for a bout of
venereal disease reflects this, as it does on many,
many of his army contemporaries’. From start to
finish, Don’s army career was in common with
many others; comparatively short.

He shipped overseas on HMAT Ulysses from
Fremantle on 1/4/1916 and came back on the
Beerara (not a bad name for a soldiers ship),
leaving Suez on 23/8/1917. Of his 20 months of
active service, he spent, in total, nearly four months
off and on, in hospital, but then he wasn’t a young
soldier and conditions in the desert were tough.
After returning to Glen Cove, now quit of the army,
Don took to the North-West, the Northern Territory
and Queensland. It is recorded later in this history
in the press that he was back at Glen Cove for a
couple of months in 1936, after an absence of
some 18 years.
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Continuing this saga, we can now pass over
to Clem Cronin’s account of Don'’s life.
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SOME INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF
DONALD CRONIN

by Clem Cronin

Among the earliest settlers who selected land to the east of the Police
Post of Kojonup were the Quartermaines, Haddletons and Cronins. It
was all virgin country and they selected their land 30 to 40 miles (50 to
65 km) to the north-east. i

They all reared large families, ten to twelve being the average size,
S0 it was necessary to grow vast quantities of vegetables, meat and fruit.
To obtain stores they had to travel to Albany. This was done by wagon a
couple of times a year, carting produce of anything saleable to Albany
and back-loading with bulk food such as tea, sugar, flour or anything
they were unable to produce themselves. Some time later the Great
Southern Railway line was completed from Perth to Albany, with
sidings spaced along the way, which then made it possible to have all
these necessities brought up by rail.

Most of the families of these early settlers were born in the area and
gained the early part of their education by an employed tutor who was
perhaps a sailor who had jumped ship and was looking for another way
of life, or perhaps a prisoner of the Motherland who had served out his
term (and whose only crime had been poaching rabbits, pheasants or
grouse), and they were often well educated men. This was their early
education, which was perhaps finished off at a school in Albany or
Perth.

It was in 1875 that Michael Cronin, at the age of 32, married, with
a couple of children, took up land approximately 30 miles (50 km)
north-east of Kojonup and 15 miles (25 km) north of Katanning. He
called the farm ‘Glen Cove’, and it was there the remainder of his family
were born. Michael was a very quick-witted man and always had a
ready-made answer for any occasion, so I suppose it was from him that
his third son, John O’Donnel Cronin, known to all in later life as
Donald Cronin, inherited his wit and on-the-spot answers.

As Donald grew into boyhood it became evident that he would in
time be quite a good athlete. He could run, swim and was a good rifle
shot and an excellent rough rider. Many stories have been told of his
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exploits as a buckjump rider. His quick wit often served him in good
stead, and although he had the most frightful impediment in his speech
and it took twice as long as normal to get out an answer, it was always a
good one when it got there, much to the appreciation of his listeners.
The one fortunate thing about his disability he had was that he could
treat it all as a big joke. Such as when one time he was with another man
who also stuttered, travelling along the road by horse and cart. Donald
saw a snake cross the road just in front of the horse. He broke the
silence and the conversation went something like this: ‘S-s-say Reg, d-d-
did y-you s-s-see that b-b-bloody s-s-snake cross the road?’

‘N-n-no Donald, k-k-kind of w-w-where D-D-Donald?’

‘Ab-ab-about half a b-b-bloody mile back.’

When he was about 17 he decided to take part in the State
swimming carnival which was being held in Albany. The swimming
events took place in a fenced-off portion, 200 yards (183 m) in length,
beside the town jetty. The competitors jumped in one end and swam like
hell to the other, and the first there was the winner of the 200 yards
freestyle championship. Donald got there first and, on being declared
the winner, was interviewed by a reporter from the local press. “Tell me
Cronin, where did you learn to swim?’

‘In-in-in the b-b-bloody water, which w-w-was the b-b-best p-p-
place I know.” This reply was typical of the quick rejoinders of which he
was capable.

Donald spent a great deal of his time catching wild horses (or
brumbies, as they were known). His favourite hunting ground was at a
freshwater lake about 50 or 60 miles (80 to 100 km) east of Hyden. This
lake was discovered in 1893 by Michael and Willie Cronin (Don’s eldest
brother) whilst they were endeavouring to cut a track through to the
newly discovered Goldfields of Kalgoorlie. They named the lake ‘Lake
Cronin’. A few days before discovering it they had come across a
campsite which had been used the day before by John Holland’s party
(they later found out) as he too was cutting a track through to the
Goldfields. It was to be known as ‘Holland’s Track’.

They were so pleased at finding this lake of beautiful fresh water
that they camped for a few days to give their horses time to freshen up.
They also discovered that a great many wild animals used the lake as a
watering place, including kangaroos, dingoes, ducks in plenty, and also
a large mob of brumbies. Quite a few years later Donald took to
catching these brumbies and taming them ready for sale to various
buyers at good prices, for in those days there was a big demand for
horses. They were not very big, an average size of about fourteen hands.
Quite a few of them had peculiar markings, mousey grey or fawn in
colour, with black mane and tail and an inch-wide black stripe right
down the back. Trotting horses were becoming popular, and were in
demand on account of trotting races being organized. These horses were
known as square-gaited trotters as opposed to the pacers we see in
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harness racing today.

At a dispersal sale Donald purchased a trotting stallion, a good-
looking horse about sixteen hands high, named ‘Convince’, but because
of an obstruction in his windpipe he was unable to take part in racing.
Donald inserted a breathing tube into the windpipe which worked quite
well, but made a whistling noise which increased in volume as the horse
increased speed. He claimed that it was a good way of warning the other
drivers you were coming through. Donald used this horse for breeding
purposes and produced some excellent sulky horses which could travel
effortlessly mile after mile. Donald then decided to go up North cattle
droving and spent a few years on various cattle stations, sometimes
droving, sometimes breaking horses. There was always a demand for a
good horse breaker.

It was during these years that he earned the name of ‘Shower bath
Don’. As stated earlier he stuttered badly, and when he got excited while
relating some funny incident, the spit was inclined to fly, so out of
consideration to his listeners, he would place his hand, fingers spread, in
front of his mouth, which his mates reckoned created the effect of a
shower bath, hence the name.

At the outbreak of the First World War Donald came back down
south. This was in 1914 and a very dry year, everybody being anxious
for rain. He was given a welcome home party and everybody was there.
Someone asked him if he thought it would rain and he just replied ‘Yes’,
then went on to add, ‘It-it-it w-w-will be dry a b-b-bloody I-I-long time
if-if it doesn’t’.

When the First World War was declared Donald joined the 10th
Light Horse and spent the war years in Bgypt. Each volunteer had been
encouraged to take his own horse with him overseas as it was difficult to
obtain sufficient horses for everyone. A few of the men had taken young
stallions which had passed through undetected when boarding for
departure took place. It was after their arrival in Egypt that these young
horses became disturbed, when mixed with the other horses. The
Commanding Officers decided that they would have to be destroyed
(there were about half a dozen of them). The order was “Take them out
and shoot them’. Donald got permission to speak to the CO and he said,
‘D-d-don’t sh-sh-shoot them, I-I-let me castrate them’.

The CO replied, ‘That’s no good, in this heat they will only die’.

‘W-w-well,” said Donald, ‘W-w-won’t they d-d-die if you shoot
’'em?’. So it came to pass that the 10th Lighthorse had six more geldings.

Homing instinct is almost a natural thing for most animals,
whereas there are only a few people who possess it, and in most cases it
is people who have lived their entire lives in the country and have always
had to maintain a sense of direction in order to find their way to their
destination. Donald was one of the gifted ones and always seemed to
know in which direction lay home. The Great Sandy Desert of Egypt is
sandhill after sandhill and the only change of scenery is another
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sandhill, so the Desert Patrols, which were a regular part of their
training, depended on compass bearings.

On one particular patrol a platoon of men were a whole day
overdue in returning to base, and as darkness set in, the officer in charge
decided they would stay out one more night. Being short of rations and
water due to staying longer than anticipated, Donald requested to speak
to the CO. ‘W-w-we are sh-sh-short of w-w-water and t-t-tucker. If you
I-1-let me have a p-p-packhorse I can n-nick over and get s-s-some. I c-c-
could be b-b-back in an hour.’

‘And where are you going to get these supplies?’ asked the CO.

‘Just over the s-s-sandhills a m-m-mile or so, a-a-at the b-b-base
camp. We sh-sh-should have t-t-turned off t-t-to the right half a mile
back.’

The CO was slightly taken aback, but quickly regained composure.
‘I was wondering if anybody had noticed that’, he said.

‘It-it-it’s a f-f-funny thing, I was wondering the same thing m-m-
myself’, replied Donald.

‘“Well now that the information is out’, said the CO, ‘we will mount
up and go back’.

‘J-j-just one question please sir,” said Donald, ‘Wh-who is g-g-
going to g-g-go in front?’

When the war was over and the troops came home, it took some
time to become accustomed to living the life they had had before going
away. Donald seemed to feel that life in the north of the State would be
more to his liking, so he left and went back to the station country where
he had worked before the war, once again boundary riding, horse
breaking and cattle droving, which included a couple of trips across the
top end.

On one of these droves, when about half-way to their destination,
something spooked the cattle and they had a full-scale stampede on their
hands which resulted in the loss of a few of the animals. After all the
cattle had been rounded up again it was found one of the riders was still
missing. Donald was dispatched to find him and bring him in. After an
intense search he found the man’s horse and, leading it, he back-tracked
and eventually found the rider, who had been killed in the fall. He had a
great deal of difficulty in draping the man over the saddle as the horse
was not quite used to such a burden, and more difficulty in preventing
him from sliding off, but eventually got him back to camp. When the
Boss came out to help unload the corpse he was surprised to see a lot of
blood on the saddle. He asked Donald how it came to be there. Donald
said, ‘It-it-it was hot and h-h-he was all p-p-puffed up and k-k-kept
sliding off, s-s-so I-I-I had to g-gut him t-t-to get him to st-st-stay on’.

Donald continued to work at horse breaking and droving until the
time when he brought a mob of pretty wild cattle from the Northern
Territory to the port where they were to be loaded aboard ship. There
were a few bulls among the herd which were fairly savage, and it was
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during loading operations that Donald was gored by one of them. He
was severely injured, sustaining broken limbs, a dislocated back and
several internal injuries. He had to be taken by boat to Perth to be
treated, as at that time it was the only place in the State where they had
the facilities for treating such extensive damage. He remained in
hospital for some months, and when eventually discharged, he realized
that he would no longer be able to go back North to the kind of work in
which he had been previously engaged.

He came back down south and obtained 4 job as stockman on one
of the bigger properties in the district where he had lived as a child.
There he remained to live out the remainder of his life, a popular figure
who was a legend in his own time. He died on 28 November 1955,
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A Montage of Don Cronin’s War

19



20



21



BUUY ‘[2eyoI UBp ‘UIMP3 ‘JOUBS| - MOY JuoLd
3N "a104 ‘preuoq ‘AueH Hueld - Moy %oeg ¥ 0} 7
106} uuo1) Aseyy pajuew oym Jayean uyor Aq S06 1 200USID Je UaNe) - Ajiwed pue ujuol) [seyain




Gallipoli Revisited
an ANZAC tribute

A great many young and not so young men
who walked around their local areas and were seen
at the football on Sundays, disappeared en masse
in 1914 to the training camps and thus to the Great
War. ‘The war to end all wars.” Harry S Truman,
President of USA made probably the most famous
comment on this tragic event. He was there in the
Field Artillery.

“It's a pity,” he said, “that this war didn’t live
up to its billing.”

Many, of course never returned home, their
names appeared on their local War Memorial in due
course; mostly in the 1920’s. There were lots of
them and though forming only a part of the British
war effort for King and Country, our men left an
indelible mark on our military and nation’s history.
We remember them on ANZAC day.

Everyone, | am sure, is aware of the
appalling mission impossible set for them on the
heartbreaking slopes of the Gallipoli Peninsular
against a well-entrenched and equipped enemy, but
not everyone is aware of the background that
brought this all about.

The Young Turks, (the expression is
cemented into our language today still)
namely Mehmed Talaat, Ismail Enver and Ahmed
Djemal, due to diplomatic skill and army backing,
got their hands on the reins of Turkey. In taking
over the tottering Ottoman Empire part of their
appeal to the masses was their promise of
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tolerance of the minority groups so strong in
Turkey, and they did display this openly for just a
while. They then declared Turkey was for the
Turkish only and set about vigorously killing or
disenfranchising the business and intellectual
brains of the country expressed through Greeks,
Armenians and Jews. They formed a quartet with
the wily old Wangenheim, the German Ambassador
and Germany eagerly filled the gap left by the
minorities, by making skilled military instructors and
men available and most importantly, opening the
doors of their immense arsenals of industrial
Germany to Turkey.

The Turks, riflemen born, but not at all
technical, did the soldiering, but German hands
were on the buttons of the machine guns, manning
the artillery, providing the so important
communications and heading up the building of the
fortifications. Later, they also drove the tanks. They
also effectively flew the spotter planes.

The Young Turks surely pushed the
boundaries, invaded the Russian Caucuses and
combined with the might of the German Navy to
bombard the Black Sea ports. Russia, as in World
War Il, loudly demanded a diversionary effort and
Kitchener, British Minister for War, stuck with
fighting a new type of war in the fixed trenches of
the Western Front, where little change occurred
despite all efforts for years, gave support for the
Dardanelles thrust.

Some short-sighted direction took place.
The initial idea was for the Navy to break through
the Straits and shell the War Office in
Constantinople and hopefully to topple the Young
Turks from what was looked upon as an insecure
seat in the saddle. The British Navy changed
leadership in midstream and the naval action failed.
General Sir lan Hamilton, GOC of this campaign
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consulted particularly with General Birdwood.
Birdwood was Quartermaster General of the Indian
Army and in charge of the Australians here. In
concert with the Navy, who were keen to get out of
action in the Straits, they essayed to attempt the
impossible and landed in three spots at Gallipoli
between March and August to augment the initial
naval thrust.

The Turks, soldiered by Germany’s Liman
von Sanders and motivated strongly by Kemal
Ataturk (whose statue overlooks Ataturk entrance to
Albany Harbour) were focused and very strongly
entrenched. It was downhill going for the Turks,
while the British operated on formidable uphill
terrain and under perhaps,
poor Generalship.

Kitchener later visited
Gallipoli and said one word —
evacuate. This they did over
December and into January
1915. This had a galvanising
effect on the Turks; they had s i
seen off the mighty British Navy and the AII|ed
Army in less than a year. They loudly proclaimed
this as their victory and almost straight away had a
crack at taking the Suez Canal. The Allied Army
saw them off in this effort smartly and regrouped in

Egypt.

Due to the vicious attrition of the French
Army at Verdun, the British Command pressured
General Murray to promptly dispatch the best
troops to the Western Front to help relieve the new
pressures on the British there. Thus, many men
went off to the quagmire of France. Hamilton bore
the blame for Gallipoli and ultimately, so did
Winston Churchill — both fell. Hamilton was put out
to pasture and was never again employed by the
British Army. General Birdwood narrowly escaped
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the odium. A brave man who often visited the front,
he was eclipsed later by General Monash and left in
lesser command.

General Sir Archibald Murray, one time Chief
of Staff to General (later Field Marshall) Sir John
French in the early war in France, now set out on
the slowest advance in history. His advance to
attack Palestine to dislodge the Turks there was
through the Northern Sinai Desert wastes and he
had perforce to build as he went, water pipelines,
railway lines and metalled roads in order to get his
guns, men and horses over. He got there and had
two attempts to take Gaza, of which the nett result
was, that taking so many men out of Egypt to
France and fearful of another Gallipoli, the British
detached General Edmund Allenby from his efforts
at Ypres and sent him over to re-invigorate things in
Palestine.

A very unlovable and contentious man,
Allenby is generally believed to be the British
General that CS Forester based his remarkable
novel, ‘The General’, on. It was published the year
Allenby died; nevertheless, Allenby was very lucky
to escape the morass of France and the collective
blame for such an unimaginative campaign there
and to have the totally unshared glory of a rise to
fame and fortune, by commanding a force rich in
cavalry, something he was very good at. The army
generally believed that it was Allenby’s orders that
precipitated the madcap charge at Beersheba. In
actual fact, Sir Harry Chauvel had made the key
decision and ordered the charge earlier in the day.
The rest is history, glorious history, for the
Australians there on the day.

In my younger days on the farm at Wagin, |
often heard the charge discussed. My father,
Hubert Nelson, and other Waginites were there.
Dad’s strongest memory of that day was rounding
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up the prisoners from the main and secondary
trenches. He said there was a milling mob of
riderless horses everywhere, absolutely
everywhere. Because of this connection, in the late
sixties | usually attended the annual Light Horse
Memorial Service, held at their monument, west of
the main war memorial. The old Light Horsemen,
many of whom | knew at least by sight, laid wreaths
of flowers for their mates and touchingly, tiny
sheaves of hay for their horses, calling their names
as they laid the sheaves: Jim, Tiny, Trooper, Brown
Bob, Ginger, etc. The horses, as is widely known,
thousands of them, were shot in the desert at the
end of the war, except one, that a (presumably)
moneyed trooper brought home. It’s in the history
books, but I've never tracked down the details.

The old soldiers, characters to a man, would
stand and chat around the
memorial after the service. |
remember Sergeant Evan (Enie)
Bain, a Katanning farmer and
later of Woodlands Station,
Meekatharra. A very tall man;
he buried his brother at Gallipoli.
He told me, or the group, that =
bored soldiers in Egypt used to jump the boat in
Alexandria and find their way to the 10" Light Horse
camp on Gallipoli. About 15 years after this
conversation, he wrote his memoirs and | quote
from these:

‘One most vivid in my memories was Tom
Lakeland, who reported to the orderly room, was
put on the mat for deserting the Horse Lines in
Egypt, where his job had been feeding horses and
exercising them for five months, and was fined a
day’s pay for desertion. The Sergeant Major sent
him to my troop with instructions to be put on the
strength of my troop and issue him with rations. |

GETFVAN (ENIE) BAIN
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issued him with rations and told him to join a
lookout with others of his mates. Twenty-four hours
later, one of his mates came in to say Tom
Lakeland was dead; killed by a sniper. Tom lasted
just long enough to pay his fine.’

Others in the group around the memorial
included Claude Ainsworth, Adjutant to the 10t
Light Horse. A very brisk officer, Dad said. Claude
joined up among many at
Northam and later
managed the Wagin Co-
op from depression to
wool boom times; Harry
Riseborough, the tough
e, PSR Ws old Dongolocking farmer,
e s i se™ " who carted his

machinegun around the
desert on a black pack horse; Jack Holland, original
10t Light Horse, who ran a men’s hairdresser and
billiard saloon and bookmakered at the trots. In
Wagin Jack said, the very worst privations in his
group was when, due to too many horses and too
little water, that after the charge, they rode a 36
hour waterless stage back to their original supplies.
Stan Bilston from Wagin was usually there and
added to the tales.

In getting them talking, | was able to drag up
some interesting reminiscences from these old
soldiers; for example, who was their biggest
hardcase? Zeb Green, they said. Shown a flame
in a mosque that had reputedly burned for 300
years, Zeb said, “Time it was out then,” and snuffed
it with the brim of his slouch hat. It started quite a
riot. Zeb, they said, was unlucky; kicked in the
stomach by a Transport Command mule at El Arish.
Died on the spot. Some of the hardcases said they
were tempted to tether the same mule outside
General Allenby’s quarters.

With acknowledgements to the Pictorial Book - “Dumbleyung”
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What was the most interesting sight? They
plumped for the
thousands of dummy
horses that Allenby
caused to be erected in
the Jordan Valley in
1918. They were
designed to fool the
German Airmen scoping where the main body of
horse was. The idea, helped by men driving
wooden sledges behind teams of mules to create a
dust storm of movement, was, it seems, very
successful ]

What was the most - |
impressive sight? Allenby
entering Jerusalem on foot
via the old Jaffa Gate.
Hugo Throssell from
Northam, the only Light
Horseman awarded a VC,
headed the Honour Guard.

The most humorous sight? This, they all
said, was without a doubt, the feat of Ground Scout
Trooper Tom O’Leary from Maryborough
Queensland. He was one of the two troopers who
galloped the trenches into Beersheba 80 yards
ahead of the main charge, jumped both big
trenches and galloped into the centre of Beersheba,
capturing a Turkish gun and its six man crew.
When his unit officers caught up with him, he and
his prizes were in a Beersheba side street. O’Leary
was sitting on the gun, .303 gun cocked in his hand,
while the gun crew took turns at holding his horse.

“What'’s this?” the Captain asks.
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“This is my prize,” O’Leary says. “| made the
Jackos pull it into this side street in order that it not
be claimed by another regiment.”

O’Leary made his point well. The army sort
of swapped him a military medal for it. It's in
‘Gullets War History’. In later years, the locals
would ask him how he won his medal and O’Leary
reportedly would always reply, “because | stuck to
my gun.” The locals would say, “Don’t you mean,
stuck to your guns?” “Not at all,” he would reply,
“by gun | mean singular, not plural.

Hopefully, this account of casual
conversation by very well-known soldiers, now no
longer around, may see their reminiscences in print.
In the wash up of the famous desert campaign,
Britain made some major territory gains, such as
Cyprus, Egypt and Palestine. Overall, the Young
Turks involvement of their country in war cost them
80% of the former Ottoman Empire. Nevertheless,
they went on to found modern Turkey.

Of our men? They certainly made the major

contribution that saw Australia come of age.
1

' This article contributed by local writer, Lloyd Nelson, is in the
records of the Australian War Museum in Canberra.
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WAR TIME: Hubert Nelson of the 10th Light Horse
inspecting a German-built tank knocked out
near Gaza.

A Walk Around Wagin — an ANZAC Tribute

4 - Wagin Argus, Thursday, May 4, 2006

A walk around
Wagin - an
ANZAC tribute

Anin-depth look at the life and death of a Wagin ANZAC - By Lioyd Nelson

ITIS rather ingto oung, h d
think that local young walked around Wagin almost en masse in 1915
chaps and some not quite  regularly on a Friday ~when they went off 10 the
e ——i Great War.

Sixty-seven  from
ir BRI I
| back; their names are on
| the War Memorial at the

| swimming pool.
| It's an astonishing




Snippets of Don’s Life and his War

First World War Embarkation Roll — John O’Donald
Cronin
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Service number: 2179

Rank: Private

Roll title: 10 LHR [Light Horse Regiment] - 15 to 20 Reinforcements (April-July 1916)

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918

Date of embarkation: 1 April 1916 ; oL oAkl - (4 [ /¢
Place of embarkation: Frema_ntle
Ship embarked on: HMAT Ulysses

Shin number: A38
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Western Mail (Perth, WA: 1885 — 1954),
Thursday 22 October 1936, page 10

Great Drovers

LEAr "NON-Com. —in regarg w uov
“King of the Road"” among the drovers
of this Btate, no doubt Joe Waldeck, in
his younger days, took some beating, and
for the years he has been on the road
he must be given & good chance al the
title,

Old Jack Kerney was another good
drover. He did some good trips in the
old days from Bidgemis o Leonora,
when Covernment wells were few and far
between., Of present-day drovers Percy
Fitzgerald stands slone, In recent years
he has taken from one station on the
Guoscoyne over 35000 sheep to Mullewa
without loss, and over a stock route which
has been drought ridden for some years.

*Just & Mug,"” of Northam, tells a yarn
about an old cattle drover putting it over
the Law &t the Junction in 1825,

I have heard this yarn quite o few

|

times, and I think it is much older than
1925, I even heard it from & chap {rom
Queensiand, who vouches [t reslly hap-
pened in. that Stats over lhiny years

0.

“Expert,” of Nansen, wanls Lo know
who were the original Mad Eight of
shearing fame, I can give You their
names, as follows:—Saltmarsh, Flem-
ming, Hughie Munro, G. Bene, Sawalish,
Tiny Lehman, Nugget Williams and Natl
Dy,

Speaking of fast shearers, some years
&go Joe Herricks shore 102 lambs in two
hours ul Coorelya, Perhaps Victor John-

son can give the year that this was dope

GABCOYNE, Carnarvon,

DON CRONIN, who

has figured prominenily in
Harsemen series, riding a guiet one,

the Champion

2

2 National Library of Australia

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article50051008

43



Western Mail (Perth, WA: 1885 — 1954),
Thursday 5 November 1936, page 3

Don Cronin. ; Don Cronin

Dear ]
ghota, & Hon Crenin, my uncle, 0 | Degr ‘Non-Com’,

cluwho stutters a Eit,” and a “tellsr | am enclosing a photo of Don

yerna" But, "’!‘mgﬂ“-" B2 | Cronin, my uncle, who is known to
-patured 1o you as a rough rider, ‘the chap who
& fauit, the sort of man who, if he only stutters a bit’, and ‘a teller of tall

yarns’. But, ‘Non-Conm’, he has

another side to those of us who know
him well. He is good-natured to a
fault, the sort of man who, if he only
had half a loaf of bread, would
willingly give it to the other chap and
tighten his belt another hole. Many a
kindly action he did for us; my sisters,
brothers and myself when we lost our
mother when we were very young.
Don was always the hero of all his
little nieces and nephews, and today
he is still the hero of his grand-nieces
and nephews.
| do hope he was able to attend the
Highwaymen'’s dinner. He had every
intention when he left here a few days
ago. He has just been home for two
months’ holiday; the first time for 16
years.
He had a wonderful time, as we were
all so glad to see him.

&

g

g

8

B

8
g8zl

AUTUMN HINTS, Katanning.

CTes, Don attended the
Highwaymen'’s Dinner, also the
Digger’s and he got a rousing
reception when he was introduced to
both companies. ‘Non-Com’!

Western Mail (Perth, WA: 1885 — 1954),

3 National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article50059334
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Thursday 19 March 1936, page 7

Champion Horsemen,

Dear “Non-Com,"—I have been fol-
lowing the “champion horsemen” discus-
sion with interést and cannoi let the
subject close without my say-so. No one
winis to pick an argument by nominat-
ing a better rider than Harry Paber. |
know practically all the men mentioned
so far. They are all good horsemen,
probably as good as Faber, but as riders
not in the same class. Faber as a bare-
back rider 1s In & class of his own.

One e fines! public exhibitions
Faber ever gave was In Meckatharra in
Decomber, 1923, on a home called Two
Op. I assisted at that show and can
asay honestly it was the best ride I ever
saw. Meekatharra's opinion of  Harry
Paber was such that had he been pre-
pared to go to the Wembley Exhivition
the town' and district would have fin-
anced the trip.

Harry and all the champions of those
days are fading lights, as age must tell.
tlla.m. what of champions could

would take too much space Lo mention
them, but there was one man who
have taken second place to no one In
those . That was my old cobber,
Donald Cronin. As an all-round horse-
man there was none better in the State,
| Harry Faber included.

Now, will someone bite!

172, Meekatharra.

['There’s always space lor the doings
of the team mentioned—and their like.
So go ahead—and bite!—"Non-Com."]

National Library of Australia

Western Mail (Perth, WA: 1885 — 1954),
Thursday 5 August 1937, page 10

¢mhm“m.

Dear "Non-Com."—I have followed
he champlon horseman series with
ieen interest but being no lover of the
sen I have refrained from writing.
However “Yathroo® starts me off when
1@ classes Charlle Dodd, of Arrino, with
aorsemen like Don Cronin and Jim
Booch, both of whom were seen in that
part of the globe. I have known Char-
iie Dodd all my Mfe and he is & fine
horseman and trainer and few riders
have @ better seat in the saddle.

But the men who did the riding In
those parts when Cronin and Gooch
were past were Reg Gibbert, Lew Brown
and Barney Brimson, all fine young
horsemen and game to the last degree

Lew Brown, comparing riders one day
was heard to say that he rode ‘em for
a living and stayed on because he was

frightened to fall off!
Oy :%«L BAILEY, Chittering.

4

Sunday Times (Perth, WA) 24 February 1924, page 15

4 National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-37770769
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24 Feb 1924 - AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT 1908 and AMENDMENT ACTS.
Western Mail (Perth, WA : 1885 - 1954), Thursday 15 October 1936, page 68

Shire of Katanning

Cemetery Listing

Prepared 15/09/2011
Page 19

_mH<mz NAMES DENOMINATION __ GRAVE/NICHE NO. BIRTHPLACE | BURIAL DATE
COYNE | FREDERICK WILLIAM ANGLICAN , 650 BREMER BAY W.A. | 03.06.1988
COYNE EREDERIGKG. L 20 0 0. ANGLICAN S SALT RIVER WA 26.03.1930
COYNE JOHN THOMAS _ ANGLICAN _ 544  |RAVENSTHORPE & 06.12.1974
CRAIGIE EMMA PRESBYTERIAN | 218 |HANDOVER ENGLAND 08.10.1931
CRAMBROOK FRANK ANGLICAN 81 DEAL ENGLAND i 17.09.1943]
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CRIPPS GEORGE WILLIAM B ANGLICAN ETERaa |BAMPTON OXON ENGLAND | 24.03.1928
CRONIN i ﬁomsc FRANKLYN &  CATHOUTC SN 396 |KATANNING N | os 02 1964
CRONIN |t FMENT DAVID CATHOLIC 457 |kaTANNING e _25.08.1987
CRONIN |
CRONIN M
Ghonm ? uumu wmuu uumwumuwmmwmunm- M uwmu»mmm
|CRONIN |H
CRONIN v M n ._ m
CRONIN T h M
CRONIN _ |A H u # .uh uw M “ m_ﬂ
CRONIN v n \ h m o m .ﬂ
|CRONIN H M m Inm m.mw M

[CROOTE
CROSBY
IcrROSBY
CROSBY
CROSBY
CROSBY
CROSBY

A IS Tm Tm

IO TeTm

'

|cRoSBY

i J
_ |MABEL MARY

s i

Mmmuﬁm

A=W

R H Mt
_mew
.huu

upm

i 1
muwmmmm

UNITING I

um_mwM
il
WNNWNMmMWMmm

391 |KATANNING

mww..

m a@
mam nm _w
w.m_..umm.h.m.m m_

1 £3.UD.cuve)




47



MOTOR ACCIDENT

A motor accident occurred on Thursday afternoon last at the VA mile on the road to
the io-milc. Mr. Don Cronin was driving a Ford truck and when at the point men-
tioned, through some unexplained cause, the truck left the road and cannoned into a
tree. Mr. Cronin was thrown out, and a blackboy who accompanied him also suffered
a like experience. The latter escaped unhurt, but Mr. Cronin was badly bruised and
was in great pain. At about 7.30 the police were noti- fied of the accident and
Mounted constable Atherton proceeded by car to the scene. As the accident was
reported to have occurred at the 5'4-mile, % good deal of time was spent in searching
the two roads for the unfortunate victim, and although it is estimated the ac- cident
took place at about 3.30 it was not until about 0.30 that he was picked up by the
police. Dr. Jones made an examination of the injuries at the hospital, but did not
regard them as serious. The truck was badly damaged. » *

Northern Standard (Darwin, NT : 1921 - 1955), Friday 3 September 1926, page 2
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mile on the road to the to-mile. Mr
Don Cromin was driving a Ford
;ack and when at the point men-
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Northern Standard (Darwin, NT: 1921 — 1955),
Friday 21 January 1927, page 2

MARANBOY POLICE COURT —

i
Marranboy, Tharsday.
Nine Cases were heard to-day
and yesterday boiore Mr. N C.
Bell, SM. The police sceured one
conviction—imsuiting words.
Both Mr. N. W. Barratt, solic-
itor of Darwin, who I”l:lﬂ!‘ for

istrate, expressed  disgust “at the
police methods. S

Mr. Don Cronia was badly :eni

by a bullock at the Adclaide River

yards and that he is being brousht

to Darwin by motor quad. !
. - . .

The death occurred om Thursday |

night of the infant daoghter (afed
three weeks) of Mr and Mrs. K

- - £y -u * ;
A deputation from the rwin
Town {ouncil waited on the NA. '

Commissioners on Wﬁ!ﬂt‘hy last
to place
9 before  them. e

8 National Library of Australia
% National Library of Australia



ARBITRATION COURT

The hearing of evidence in connection -with the Pastoral Industry workers claim is
still proceeding. Before his Honor Mr. Justice Rob-

erts.

The Court sat on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, from when it was adjourned until
Monday, when the sittings were again resumed and are still proceeding today.
Another day or two should complete ' the hearing in Darwin.

' For the Union, the following wit- nesses have given evidence:-Mes- srs. H. Hansen,
1{R. Weinkup, F., McManes, J. R. Althaus, and Don Cronin is to give evidence today,
having been ill. For the Pastoralists:-Messrs. H. J.-Lloyd, Manager of Avon Downs,
and W. H. Grant, Secretary of the N.A.L. have given evidence.

Northern Standard (Darwin, NT : 1921 - 1965). Tuesday 15 November 1927, page 2
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Don Tells Another.

Dear “Non-Com."—It was with grear
interest that I read the remerks of
“mwmu_mim"

1 To Correspondents. YN DurtiiYes W ippessed Inst
TR e soter | ek, o e el Ty e
SO e o o el o S | W T, e S ol ek
i B e S| P! RS o,
wife is leading me into mu by history being written by the only men
this evening. I hope this evening’s func=

s

ner concluded read as fol
rom

were going

_ialong the by-ways outback.

National Library of Australia

Regards

thanks East Kimberley—Don

Cronin, Col. Campbell and Bob Knowles "

Don was present with his cobbers, and

;&uﬂgﬁe i TRl “?llno'lr:g
3 waymen in genera! will w

em good riding and the best of luck

commen 1
__each item is dealt with,

who can write it—and you ire ohe o
| them, .

| Pressure on my thne of other impor-
tant matters, such as  the Virgilians®
me

Walgoolan;
e ks, G

erin; “Longshanks,” Greenmount! “The
W.BO." Karridale; “Errol.” Fremantle:
"g.v‘n‘." Pcrﬂ;: "Jt;‘ztt Buck,” Bnnd;
stone; “Phogarty.” Nanson:

West Perth;

“Penrose,
cha,” Nannine;
tion: and “Gelignite,”
detalled 15 wil

10 National Library of Australia
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y 15 July 1927, page 2

NTRACEEIE

NOTES ON THE FORTHCOMING
RACES AT DARWIN

Mr Cahman has three horses Mr Don Cronin three and Mr Bowman two. All are in
work at present. It is understood that Mr E Ethridge has two horses at Humpty Doo
Station as well as three others com ing in. Mr Geo. Stevens is likely to bring down
three, Fred McCaw, two -St Royal and another. Others ex pected are from Messrs
Liddy Bros and, those good sports the Byme boys and others.

The course will be in good order and plenty of improvements have been added
since last meeting.

Everything points to the meeting being the most successful one yet

N T RACE CLUB
S

All horseowners amd
the country shoyld supnort

nominat hie .
NOTES ON THE FORTHCOMING nmmm:,,x.:'“’ meeting s the
RACES AT DARWIN B i e et | nly been Yormiell

e

Mr Cahman has thres horses Mr g;;""y lies  with  the,

1§
Don Cronin three and My Bow aan ::" ’:m” racing and the horse
two. All are in work at . rcsent, It .“mu:y " the

i understood that Mr £ Ethridge
has two horses at Hurpty Ieo n"?“w;!ﬂm':ltloe o
Staticn as well as three thers (om Pogsible f e vy
ing in. Mr Geo. Stevens s likely ‘o or their yatrong,
bring dewn three, Fred McCaw, two — g
-8t Reyal and another. Others ox
pected -~ from Messrg Liddy Bios
ard those o0d sports the hyrne boys
and other .,

The ¢ urse will be in v od order
and p' aty of improvements have
been - ddec since last mesting,

Eve cything points to tiw meeting
bein:: tke most successfal one vet
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tanveniearn
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Western Mail
(Perth, WA: 1885 — 1954),
Thursday 22 April 1937,

page 10

Canine Sagacity.

|, Dear “Non-Com."—In the Octo
1036, issue was an item by "Sticko,” Ygﬁ'
anmi, dealing with the inieligence of a
0g. It sounded rather tall, but js quite
passible, and to give his account of the
canine species my feeble support, I will
‘I;e‘:lnyuu about a dog Don Cronin used to

hunting trip n the Northern Territory,

E g

- g

2
£fg ;g?
RE°E
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by 1171
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:
e
oy
" I8

Townsville Daily Bulletin
(QId : 1885 — 1954),
Monday 24 January1927,

page 8

OUT OF LUCK

Darwin January 22

Mr Don Cronin was badly
mauled yesterday at the
Adelaide River trucking yards
while trucking bullocks for
shipment to Manila by the
cattle freighter Antonio. A
bullock gored him and
dragged him some distance
on his horns.

Cronin was brought to Darwin
Hospital by rail motor,
maintaining on the journey
the cheerful disposition
which he demonstrated after
the injury, though during the
last few months he sustained
injuries through a collision of
his motor lorry with a tree
near the ten mile. On that
occasion he was lying for
hours on the road before
being picked up and his
recent festive season was
made glummer by several of
his horses being struck by
lightning at Parap and killed.
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Western Mail (Perth, WA : 1885 - 1954)

Northern Territory Times and Gazette (Darwin, NT: 1873 —
1927) Tuesday 25 January 1927, page 1

27), Tuesday 25 January

We are pm state that Mr
E.J. Foster manager of the Northern
Territory Times proprietary who is
an inmate of the hospital is steadly
improving and should if his present
progress continues be about in the
course of a week or two.

e

Mr Don Cronin one of thn Burnside
Station stockmen engaged in the
trucking eattle at the Adelaide River
Trucking yards for the Antonio ship-
ment on Friday last had th: misfcr-
tune to be gored by a hefty ?uliock

ahmit 2 in thoe affarmcres Mo

y//trave.nla.gov.aw/ndp/del/printArticle]pg/3384

Among the Riders.
Dear “Non-Com."—Bome time ago one

mantle during the war. Amos and Dick,
his br&mn, had the stable, w‘ the
Miss Skupthorp your correspon met
must have been myself. I used Lo visit
the Base Hospital, and also did a lot of
riainﬁ. but not buckjumpers.

daughter is only about 30 now, and as far
- B O LT
u est, am Mrs. 08 Ska '8

daughter, so I should know.

By the way, Mrs. A. Skuthorp was one
of the ploneers of the N , having
travelled overland from Queensland in
the ‘nineties. Then Mrs. T. Deacon, she
&nd her husband

er CAe 4Cross per "Q'I?-
gonette, and took up Waterloo statlon in
t

un from Knutwood Station
teount of the boggy

CARLTON REACH, Gasncils.

of your mrrmmndmu stated that Lance —
Skuthorp had = livery stable In Fre-

* Mr Jack Morck old Territorian and
gvell known drover arrived in toWn YW er Livesal ror pis
@pecinl  (ruin oa Til;sf.‘fgd :‘“ﬁné?;ﬁmtlt:g in - confirma-
: [ 4] 0T Sotation of the candi-
“aving brourht some g
state of thetate of the parties in
country it was found necessary toct 2. Labor 16, In.
2truck the beasts from fmﬁ;a;n r!di:ad
: : yards,
celEnckine  ¥ards to the 4 m

TOWN TALK.

LUt Wowe guicu By @ DEILY DUoCK
about 2 in the afterncon, The injured
man was immediately placed on ;

. motar quad and transjoited to e

win reaching here chortly after
o'clock, On reaching the Darwin Hos.
pital Doctor Leightw Jones wag
attendance and an examination re.
vealed that ihe flesh at the lower
part of the back on the right slde
had a nasty wound about nine inches
long but no other injusies othep than
a good bruising were sustained. The
sufferer is now very comfortable and
ghould be about in the coyrse of a
few weeks but it will be some tims

¢ before he will he able to take that

rice seal o hias in the saddle with
any degree of comfort.
e |

. Thursday 6 May 1937, page 10

NEW GOVERNMENT swORN IN

Adelaide, Thursday.

The Hill Government resigned on
Thursday and members of the Butler
Government, with the exception of
Mr Jenkins will be sworn in today.
Mr, Jenkins will take the oath on
Saturday,

asked for the Burrg District, Legis-

The recount which was

4'mbly by Mr Hawke,
© was eight votes be-
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Albany Advertiser (WA: 1897 — 1950,
Monday 31 May 1948, page 3

LUcCKy MEQ‘

Fish Carting Incident
M. Cyril Heberle had » remari.
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th him as passe
accident occurred when :rﬁ;
was approaching a
bottom of & hill, the rear tyre blow.

mt;ﬁt fl.thoe;hm dri“it mel}.im
con it was trav
sta w:m! , the icle togg
the serub, off several
sappli at the base with

screen on the drivers side,

SR WS T S S

pEsBOU LIUUEN the CRbin and pierc-
ed the metal canopy at the rear.
The limb apparently snapped off
and M\ﬂmmw out. It is not
known the large cut on
Mr. Herberle's head was caused
the limb 1:’ it went in or ';;h;nhit
clear. n any event £
%miﬂdart&nmm
Eymwmmmmmuw.
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~— BUFFALO SHOOTING PARTY
MEETS DISASTER
LUGGER CAPSIZED: TWO

MISSING

News of disaster to members, of a party of buffalo hunters reached Darwin on
Thursday morning when Thomas Wood, owner of the lugger "Beryl" arrived and
reported its loss during a whirlwind off the coast near Blue Mud Bay and the
disappearance of Jacob Devries, bet- ter known as Jacob the Swede, and an aboriginal
sailor. Devries was in charge of the. lugger at the time and had three aboriginals with

him. -

Wood, says tbat he was himself in charge of his Cutter and had arranged with Devries
to make an- chorage at Smith's Point. At day- break on May I st a heavy wind from
the east sprang up and he lost sight of the "Beryl." At about ii a.m. he put his cutter .
out to sea to find the "Beryl" and later saw her on a ' perfect tack coming towards him.
A whirlwind struck his cutter and carried away the rigging. After effecting repairs it
was found that the "Beryl" was mis- sing. They searched in the vicinity and found one
of the aboriginals from the "Beryl" in the water about three quarters of a niite from the
shore. After a further search an- other aboriginal survivor was found on shore,. There
was no trace of wreckage or the other occupants of the lugger. The lugger was loaded
with about nine torts pf salt . and provisions for the buffalo shooting expedition. The
aborginals, Dick and Paddy, say they left the lugger when it capsized and never saw
Devries or the aboriginal Tommy again. Don Cronin was to meet the others at the
coast and was proceeding overland.

Close e ——
o e T S
S— ey e ey
: ‘ WO
News of disaster to members of
M‘M-ﬂ*‘h
on
=Y iy
loss during 3 whirlwind of the
"=ﬂmh-h,ﬂ
A o

|
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Western Mail (Perth, WA: 1885 — 1954), Thursday
10 September 1936, page 10 e

2/0/ 80 ;—
AHP, W&m
i L hanks, wount,
That Dinner. “Fite,” North Perth.
“The Western Mall” 1s giving a dinser N.EH. Clarsmont,
to contributors to High and By-w “Spook,” Perih,
(inel The Dolly Pot) and Mut “Saltipray,” Cisremont,
Help on , October 8, at 6,90 p.m. "22446," Keysbrook.
at Silrling fute, snd members of “Firt Dlyvy,” Victorla Park.
these t:ﬁrﬂtgm “feams” o e ll:é “2707," Dalvallinu,
vited - this page “Steel,” Mundj
e S s e | M M
arti ripoy," .
and many of the pen-names of those re- “A and Eve,” Coltetlos.
aponaible are well and favourably kncwn | MY, Moorine Ruck
‘to readers, I hope some of these contrle e ";:['R:?- Carmel,
'butors can be present, [ a nuﬂ." Northam,
_Incidentally, Harry Farber and Don “Ex-Gunner,” Albany,
Cronin have the subject of many of wAnzse.” delimont.
their yarns. If they see this I hope they Snsaa o Teckrakine,
will take I as an invitation o be pre. R dlane otion
1sent ab the function, where I am sure all sher Bearar,” Buskisnd Hill
(hands will give them & hearly welcome, 48" Besshbore, )
| Now, you Highwsymen and ] Pots, Popsarn,” Bunil

send me BOCEPLEDCES &5 5001 45 108~
[sinle, . The following s the st o
4—%\_\ s

“Blue”

i £

Western Mail (Perth, WA : 1885 - 1954), Thursday 25 March 1937, page 10

_ Nor-West Tales,
Desr “Non-Com,"—The Bo River was
in flood and while walting for it to be-
come “cr le” 1 wen dering

“You chaps from Queensland amuse
me with your tales of good haorses, fat
bullocks, blg flsh and other things. Down
in the Argyle Lagoon there are bigger
fish than ever came out nsland,
m the big old baram

names up here, ) all is prawns,
In the issue was a photo of Don Cronin.  time I was after a lot of trouble
Don used to stockman on Lissa~ I got a prawn on the line
speni by I8 ke T Smng wae oo tne waer. It wam " puling o oot
o T8, ! B after
Don's tall tales of the water with & broncho horse 1 saw
One night a Queenslander, the boss of  |a most mr thing."
the station, was telling some tall tales Don at the Queenslander as
nd Sugar State. The much as to say “How's that.”

Burdlidn dn";:n. o

o] ucks were supposed to grow
An enormous size on  the Burdekin

River and the fish grew so big that any-

thing under 40 poun t buck Now over in
Into the wter.m‘rg: 'l::: tﬂm use “Hold your horses" o
when cate these big fish was a small thing

on hook &t all. The flamin’ prawn

key red was used as bajt fisherman had caught the fish by the bleedin
sl & chance of catehing crabs Lhmtlftfi was landin’ him for us!"
or just anything at all. His tales were

all tall, but rather feeble so we waited Wyndhans,

for % t start and after a preliminary

%:uh," Guil
“Vistor,” South Partk,
%

o W
“Timethy Tugmuiton,” Pingrup.
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Western Mail (Perth, WA : 1885 - 1954), Thursday 8 November 1945, page 72

rﬁaﬁli*on*ﬁsﬁl?y? were the

best for years at the

KATANNING SHOW

the Katanning Agricul-
tural and Pastoral Soclety
was held on October 27, under ideal

weather conditions, The attendance
surpasse

THE s5th annual show of

d that of any of the so-

ciety’s previous shows during 1:15,

war period and was estimated

over 4,000, There were no live-
stock exhibits other than horses in
actlon, but entries in the pavilion
sections and in the special Arnold
E. Piesse wool room, were the best
for & number of years. Dog trials
were held during the morning.

In the afternoon there were de-
monstrations by the g
Volunteer Fire
8t John Ambulance,

scription

the ring by their youthful owners.
Sporting events comprised three

{rotting races and three cycle events.

The pavilion displays were of an
exceptionally high standard, : o?tll:

flowers in particular calling
unstinted from the judge (Mr
Charles Rhodes). Chl.mplonlhlil in
this section were won by Mrs Y
Keay, for specimen Trose (Mabel
Morse) and by Mrs C. E. Courtis for
specimen gladiolus (Maungsa), while
the E. N. Walker cup for most points
gained in mﬂmon was awarded
to Mrs R. L. .

The wool display completely filled

The wool display complete
the benches in t.hz woulp 4 mtﬁ
famous “blue wools” of the Great
Southern showing to great advan-
tage. Winners of championships in
this section were Ross Anderson and

Co, for strong and medium wool,

respectively, and P, H. Crossley, for
The Crossley Cup for
best three fleeces in the farmers’
section was awarded to L. Beeck,
with C. R. Garstone runner-up. In
addition to the sheep-dog trials in
the morning, the championship open
event was staged in the afternoon.
The winner was J. J. Currie’s Colon-
ist, This dog also secured the C. B.
Ball cup.

This show in common with those
held throughout the war period, was
run for patriotic purposes,

Introduced by the president of the
soclety (Mr C. R, Oarstone), the
Premier (Mr F. J. 8. Wise) declared
the show open, With him were: The
Leader of

Roche and A. L. Loton, M's.L.C.

The principal awards were as fol=
lows:

MERINO WOOL,

Ram's fleece, strong: Ross Anderson
end Co, 1 and 2. Ram's fleece, medium:
P. H, Crossley, 1; Foster, 2. Ram's
fleece, fine: P. H. Crossley, 1; Cheetham
Bros, 2. Fleece, medium wool: _Ross
Anderson and Co, 1; Les Beeck, 2. Fleece,
strong wool: J. Downer, 1; Ross Ander-
son and Co, 2. Lambs' wool, strong:
Ross Anderson and Co, 1 and 2, Lambs’
wool, medium/fine: L. Beeck. 1.

Farmers' Classes.—Fleece, fine wool:
Cheetham Bros, 1: C. R. QGarstone, 2.
Fleece, medium wool: Cheetham Bros, 1:
L. Beeck, 2, Fleece, strong_wool: Foster,

; L. Beeck, 2. Crossley Cup for three
Lua Beeck, 1; C. R.

8 medium wool: , 1 C.
Garstone, 2. Champlon feece, sirong
woal: Roas Anderson and Co. Medium
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Western Mail (Perth, WA: 1885 — 1954),
Thursday 8 November 1945,
Page 72

RING EVENTS.

ee Trials.—Malden: W. C.
-Btsllt"a g’lo?lol: 1; H. C. Chlide’'s Nell, 2.

’P‘nrmeu' class: N, QOriffiths’s Digger, IJI

. Conning's Dodger N pen :
Currie's Colonist, 1: W. C. Bail’s Lena,

2; H. C. Chiide’'s Kit, 3. Championship

event. 0 and

C. B. Ball's trophy: J.

J. curar ‘s Colonist, 1; W. C. Ball's

Lena,

Horse Events,—Pony, 12 hands and

under, ridi

boy or girl, 1B6yr or

by
under: Hel Atkinson, 1; Noel Ball. 2.
Pony, 14.2 and under, ridden by boy or

girl, yr or under:
Neta Butcher, 2.
E, Ladyman, 1:

Susan Walker, 13
schoolgir]l rider:
Neta Butcher, 2. Best

A ym
schoolboy rider: Tim Catling, 1: H. Hos«

kin; 2. Flag
Shelia Edgar.

race, 15yr and under:
: B, Pofts, 2. Lady's
hack: 8. n&

ron!
1: T. Atkinson, 2. Flag race, open: E.

Lad i, Riding Set;o:l. 2.
Novelty event on horseback: B. tts, 13
W. Cockr: P Cront

and Wendy Coc

!‘vm w.tg: ’j

N. 1;

ir backs: n
Bk Lol s S
ocking, 2 5

Races.—Haif-mile handicap: W.

- H . o8, 3 e | W

CAD: w.’
Trotting

eap, 9 furlongs:

Races.—' I'ees
L . eiers Genler,
better :AE:

1; C, J. Anton
sl R ey
1 mlgu.a% ?:00: .’r.mmu

- S

_ The Malabar from Singapore ar.
rived in part shortly a’ter midday on
Wednesdny and work was started on
the wharf oo ihe wharf at 2 pm. Al
earzo was discharged nnd that offer.
ing stowed away for the southern des

tination, and the vesscl got away at
9 pm Im: Mclbourne, via ports, the
Bame evening. A very creditable per.
formance on the part of the waterside
workers.

Sy

Mes=sre, Don Cronin and Don Me.
Milian returned from Melvil'e Island
In o canoe on Wednesday Iast, the
long trip of foriy odd miles leing
safoly navigated by a cou ple of narives,
Who regulurly underiake the journey
at this time of the year.

Northern Territory Times and Gazette (Darwin, NT: 1873 —
1927), Friday 8 April 1927, page 8

Ow-ing |oohr rtaint

{ e uncertainty of i
shipments on Loard the YMI'S?I':"':E
Darwin through the recent industrial
dispute, Mosais, Jolly and Co., local
8gents for the Fond Co., have o' ranged
for a comple of 1he troeks of that Co.
to arrive by the Koolinda from Frec.
mantlo, dve bere on or about the 2lst

inst,  Both truck i
loeal timber gelter: e

The Victorinn State elections are
being held to-morrew thronghout that

Btate.

A the loeal idents that
are returning by the mail steamer
Marella from Melbourne, via ports,
are Mre. C. Ormond and ber family,
Mr. C. W. D. Conacher, Mr. Harold
Fiynn, and Mr. Fred French, who
brings with him two more tradesmen
for the local cuntracting firm of H.
Snell and Co.
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Western Mail (Perth, WA: 1885 — 1954), Thursday 25
February 1937, page 10

By . : i

These horsemen were the champlions of |
a day that's nearly o'er,

They arc hnrx‘g!ina up their saddles,
They wiil the colts no .oore |

They WERE the champlon norsemen
of & day that's passed us by -

What of t ym;nﬁu riders, whoge day

i 8 nigh

What of these younger riders who mus’
follow in their wake,

And keep the : h?mt!nt tor th%;

old game's royal :
will they be t down the gear when
these old

60



Northern Standarg (Darwin, NT - 1921 - 1955),

Tuesday 13 December 1927, page 2

Cane  Wilberforre, Vietnria River,
nd alowhere. Ome nl dictavery
would be an immesw factor 1o
wards  hastening  the develnnment
wnd  Inereeend :qﬂm of the
Northern Terrtope

The  pattte  Fratala. *Antopia ™
hich hac brem phactornd e  the
Northern Awmcper. Limited, i« due

th srrive 4 Dorwin to-marrnw
Wotnesday) to load cattle for
Manila

-

HIELT
kel
gt fhpigd
tailean
rviliedd

‘§
L
f

i
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Northern Territory Times and Gazette (Darwin, NT : 1873 - 1927),

Friday 25 March 1927, page 9

S —

The Bathurst Isiang Mission lug gy
EUt away, according to schedule, opn
Tuesday evening. In addirion 5 n
numboer of natives of the Island re.
turning g their homeg the 1egge;
tonvéyed the Reveren; Futhey M.
Grath, whe will Revepe
Filher Ggell fn‘emducting the Mis.
Don Cronip and Don MeMiljan
were algo Dassengery gn behalf of the
T#nnhcm‘&xemy, and will trunship
for the adjoining Melyi))e Islund in
connection with 5 Proposed  buffalg
shomlnghsee\aon on behalf of the com-
bany, which hag , lease of ¥
#n ] Melville

——

It is reported

of the cattle men on a cuttle train

from the railhead was left behind ot

A woyside station by the Guard who

alleged that the cattleman was not
' doing his duty. We understand that

more iz likely to be heard of the
matter in the near future,

Word comes from Tigperary .ta-
tion, the property of Mr W T Byrnes
4.P,, that a couple of iikely looking
colts bred on the station are in the
home paddock and fogther with
that good performer Batchelor, &8y
Pay a visit to Darwin towards the
end of the year to compe.e in the
annual races of the North Austra-
lin Racing Club,

—— e

that last mek_ ;in;; '

weeks train,
R 1 -

In last issue we referrsd to the
return of home of Mr Mivhael I'le.
ming.  Mr Flemig 1s owner of
Douglas Station, suie Lwenty  oda
miles from Burnside wiure simc ol
the best bullocks 1 the north are
‘bred and faitened, Ruilway < on-
struction workers are loud in their
praise of the quality «f the Ibeet
eupplied from this stai’un,

S —

Father Doyle who left Sydney 'm
Darwin in company with Father Me-
Grath was, after departure, instra.-
ed to disembark at Thursdy Isiani
where he is now located relleving an
sbsent priest, It wil be some mon-
ths before the Darwin vacancy s
fitled.

e -
In the states of South  Australia
and West Australia where labor is in
power, elections are being very keon-
ly and cleanly fought by the respe.*
ive parties each of “vhich are confi-
dent of winning
The Darwin Woodworking  Com
pany, which sccured the contract for
liring the underside of the extensive
Hospital verandahg with filn e
ment sheeting, has made n start on
the work. This shoald prove o great
hoom to patients who spend m-sh of
their time on the verandahs,
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Champion Horsemen.
A Few Frem Kojonup.
Dear “Non-Com."—Donald

L
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Northern Territory Times and Gazette (Darwin, NT: 1873 —
1927) Tuesday 15 March 1927, page 1

Mr, Don Crenin the well known
. bush worker, is in town awailing
transport to Melville Island where he
goes 1o weigh up the chances of put-
ting together n plant on behalf of the
Northern Agency for a buffalo shoot-
ing season on the Isltand. Should he
be successful it will be the first lot
of hides from the Islund for many
years,

— () — : 5
My Harry Hardy of Burrundie

is In town over the week end to
met his brother Fred Hardv, of
Adelalde River, who returaced this

morning on the Malabae foom  a

holiday trip south,

The Playford Arms Hotel at Pin
Creek is undergoing extensive altera.
ions and improvements, and under
the capable brush hawd of Mr Clarrie
Wilkinson, of buffalo shuoting fame,
the hotel 1s wearing a gay and enticing
appearance.

Me Ted Fogarty, who underwont an
operation at the Darwin hospital on
Tues’ay Iast under Dr H Leighton
Jones is doing exceptionally well and
should soon be able to resnme his job
as manager of Newey Station.
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Northern Territory Times and Gazette (Darwin, NT: 1873 —
1927), Tuesday 21 December 1926, page 2

[ Town TaLk. |

Mr LM B-nmby, butcher, of Pina
Oreek, wnnounces thar he will raise
IJ’M! nrice nimm-..n naw mu.—.&'

_ The new tin field out south tmmb!

Mr 8 Armstrong of the Federaiioni’l
Hotel, Brock's Creek, was unfortn.m
pate enough to have a hone of the left*
leg broken below the knee through
kick from a horse on Fri&a; morning¢
last. As the train was ioat ahnute

Dear “Non-Com."-~If the letters pub-
t’?ﬁh&f’ ’gn u%mm.‘ tggmw fmml:’
and Prank Lucas would still be in the
l;ﬂﬂﬂfk_. asnd all other competitors would

| Harry Farber would have been an

on shot without saddle, but with the
gear on, I'd be inclined to aﬁdaut BYENSE
mnhneld. and the book wi show a

The riders mentioned I knew well,
and although I don't think there are
!nearly as many really capable horsemen
as there were (wenty years ago, still, there
itre on¢ or two of the young ‘uns in the
game today who are fit to sit with the
mighty, Bill Rose, of “Mia-Min," han-
dles a horse as well :s anyone I've seen,
and Dudley Farrar, of “Landor,” can
sty 08 long in the saddle as the old-
tlm‘s_ ;lld oo
ut I've ¥y miet one man in my i
twenty and odd years in the North who 'Vestern Mail (Perth,
:.-mﬂdm‘ uoam:xt"h r&de ﬁ:‘ buek th:itn hmg; hﬁ‘ WA:1885 — 1954),
T ast. c came [rom” Soyth -
Australia about 1618 and only stayed | nursday 2 July 1936,
in the West twelve months, We were page 7
on a De Grey River stalion together. It
F“ 3 gug:a Eve:;:hh';hse the u{um
n great 1t ' an nlace
he sampled, but never looked like los-
ing his seat. We got twenty or so good
sorts from Balfour Downs, and he made
these do their stuff. too. After he had | I7
g; 34 SPORT ROYAL, Carnarvon.
N ein  Arthur Jomes, of the Remounts.
Water Dear “Non-Com."—"Rodea (Wagin)
wards #ks how Jim Jones, the present Aus-
ler, wére where all the rough ‘uns were|
ed, according to Lachlan Noble! he

He was riding & roan mare one moffi~
Wi  RRha was ostling hersslf it all |

SZFEF



of knots, and getting u her than
A Ohie! Justice, Lockie‘? ?:: enjoy-
fng himself and sang out to me to
e S gathots v Quekl i o
ent, go mqn y. and then
Md!mbut old Lock let her have
pvcmethuonoitha
ayd%!’m sndatha't strokes
¢k whip, to let
hem have their head, n\dmsubai-
mmmmm and a good

Western Mail (Perth, WA: 1885 — 1954), Thursday 11 June
1936, page 7

huaemm
thers should be somewhere in the Bta
snaps taken of a horse trained by Dinnie gy
sitting at lable with Ceneral Royston. -
1 was looking at one of these snaps
N aboul three years ago, bu!.'lnﬁlmgd
toﬁndnsmmthagoitmum be pae
Iocated.
A week or 50 ago “172,"” Meekatharra, g
mentioned a Katanning Ind wmnmgn }w

_ of Jerusslem. ' The Northern Times
Aussie Mounted Divislon were ch (13 (Carnarvon, WA:

there, if & : B

the tent pegglig tition, but not[@=| 1905 — 1952),

oot Inst, e i ot ' Y Friday 27 October
of ‘mmproken orse vere i1 8 yard. ana| 1939, page 3

HERE AND THERE

1 After the most successful race meeting held in Onslow
w for many years, we regret to learn of the visit of two
9 bushrangers --------------- who are now gone over the
| sandhills with all the horses they could muster. These
well-equipped wranglers are now heading from our town
to Kimberley ------- we think: but ‘calling all stations’, we
cannot track them down. Look out all along the border
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#l WESTRALIANA ¢ rauna

Pioneer Farming had
its share

FUN AND GAMES

MEMORIES of Coompatine and farming in
the latter half of the last century included

not only hard work und
but kangaroo hunts

er primitive conditions,
and parlour games,

according to Job Haddleton.

There were sports at Wood-|
anilling on Boxing Day, 1898,
and this was the first time 1

had the opportunity to try my- ing search for

self at running. 1 had a very
successful day, winning a
maiden race and the Sheffield.
[ won several Sheffields in later|
years. In the same year a foot-|
ball club was started at Wood-
anilling, and in 1900 the Mur-|
racoonda Football Team was
formed, making three clubs,
Ka!anmng. Woodanilling and
Murracoonda. These were the
days that you had to play the
ball and leave the man alone
under the old Victorian rules.

Our nearest neighbours were N
the Cronins (eight miles),
Quartermains (seven), and W,
Andrews (s:x) The Crm‘u"’l‘i

...... nAERY JUpuiE | PN o S

National Library of Australia

HIEUTGWS LSIX ). LAe  LIomns
lwere a family of ten and the
Haddletons ten also. We used
‘to take turn about going visits
on Sunday, The Sunday morn:
our saddle-
horses might entail a walk of
eight or ten miles. After din-

Iner we would saddle up two

or three of them, put one in
the spring cart and go off ro

(spend the afternoon and even-

ing.
The afternoon might be spent
playing hockey or rounders;
after tea, if it was moonlight,
we .would be out again play-
ing games. If the evening was
dark or wet we would have a
singsong or play games such as
‘hunt the slipper, find the bur-
ton or old Mother Shipton. We
'might get home about 10 p.m.,

then one would have cows to
mill nioe tn feed and harese

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article39110812
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milk, pigs to feed, and horses
to stable. The ponies would pe
turned out in the bush as we
had no horse paddock. They
had to find their own living
until next time we wanted
them.

My brothers, William and
Don, Frank, Harry, Edwin and
Will Cronin and | would go

day night with five or six dogs
and in the morning have a
kangaroo hunt.  Occasionaily
there would be a nasty spill
when after an old boomer.
When he was blown out we
would put the horse at him.
Sometimes the horse tripped
over the roo's tail, then horse,
roo and rider would all be mn
a heap on the ground.

A roo hunt was one of oyr
best sports. Once my brother

Tom and Eddie Cronin had
two ponies training  for  the
Katanning races. Tom  amd

Eddie came to a hunt to give
their horses a run. They said
they would not gallop them bt

‘hud not gone far when five
‘™1 six roos jumped up.  The

templation was too ereat for | 2
la fortnight, but the boss of-

_fTum and Eddie. they c¢ame
past us like the wind, I was

nice open sandplain  country.
The roos split in all directions. |
Tom took one, Eddie another.

Tom's roo got off to the right,|
Fddie’s to the left. and nre-

out to the sandplains on Satur-

follow and watch the sporl. We |

Eddie’s to the left, and pre-
sently they both took a tumn
in to meet each other. They
were both right on the tail
of their roos each watching his
prey. The roos crossed, just
missing each other. But the
two horses met: Tom’s horse
kriocked his shoulder out and
Eddie's horse dislocated its
stifle joint. Eddie was uncon-
scious for a couple hours
and Tom had a bad gravel
rash. The two horses never
raced again.

In 1902, Tom, aged 23 years.
and 1 decided to take a trip
around the North-West coast 1o
have a look at the country and
do a bit of shearing t0 pay
our way. When Don Cronin
heard of our plan he said ne
would go too. We took a bike
each with us from Perth and|
booked our passage to Cossack!
on the Bullara. We staved n|
Roebourne three days and then,
started on the bikes for a
shearing shed 100 miles up the
Fortescue River. |
We were two days doing the
100 miles' and arrived at Bal-
moral station on June 5.
Shearing was not to start for

fered us £1 each head o
break in horses. The agree-
ment was to ride them for a
couple of days until they were
well mouthed and had given
up bucking, and then pass
them on to the darkies for

||mustering sheep. At the end
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[ﬂ.‘lﬁﬂiﬂﬂ!‘ig sneep. Al e _#nu
of two weeks we had brokun
in 20. We sold our bikes and
‘becught saddle-horses, and after
shearing was finished we started
off for Towera station owned
by Henry Smithson, 140 miles
from Balmoral station. taking
four days to do the trip

At Towera shearing had just
commenced with a team of
ten aborigines shearing, two
gins picking up the wool, the
boss woolclassing, one while
man and two darkies wool-
pressing. The boss put two of
the natives off and gave Don
and me their stands, Qur pay
iwas £1 per 100 sheep and
food. It was all blade-shearing.
Pav for the abos was their
food and a stick of dark Con-

about as thick as a finger. The
boss would cut the stick into
six l-inch plugs and
would be given one of
'plugs each night, missing Sun-
day. Our tallies with the blades
‘'were 100 a day. the darkies
doing 40 to 50 a day. The boss
said that we were the first two
‘white shearers he had in his
ched Shearine hitherto had all

gueror tobacco each weex.
These tobacco sticks were]
about six inches long and

they
the

been done by the station nig-
gers,

From Towera we took the
road to Carnarvon,  and
reached there on September 4.
We had travelled 500 miles by
road, broken in 20 horses, and
shorn 6,000 sheep. We sold our
korses in  Carnarvon and
helped to load 5,000 sheep cn
to the stock boat Cloncurry,
The sheep had been bought ny
Holmes and Co., Fremanti:
butchers, and we were given
a free passage to Fremantle :a
assist with them. We returned
to Coompatine and started our
own shearine on QOctaober 1.
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The “MUTUAL HELP” Dinner |
i AL 5 ,

Some High-lights of “Western Mail W

THE COOK'S INTENTIONS.
—""Twenty-eight' Broth.

Fiﬂl.—Gi‘%‘:. Goonna Tails,
Entrees.—Subterranean Mutton, Boiled Bandicoot.

Poul!ry.—_hu_eotu, Curried Crow, Minced Mopoke,
4 Poultry.—Squeaker, Curried Crow, Minced Mopoke,

Joints.—Tinned Dog, Barney's Bull, Sirloin of Billy-
goat, (No as the pig recovered.

Sweets.—Quondong Pie,
Savoury.—Bardies on Toast.
Drinks.—Dam Water, Goats’ Milk.

B s this st f the
Somewhere about this stage o P'ﬂmdﬂﬁﬁ

vore

&

s
&
had the pleasure of int

:: name has | s0 mimﬂvmﬂ:,“ Mmd.d
> 4 By-way since the ' Hor £ marc a
“o |&Mﬁinhmlm-mmm
€ Kimberleys to the Gulf of Carpentario, ond he got o
4 ovation. A pioneer from o famil he
b 4 momﬂdung"mya'm"wmnymuijo-
;

1

9

something “'betwixt aindhiml i "'Wf there - ﬁ'::
kept it “hitt on aoll six” in
2 “.-:f....... Hanow D::!"nvou Don. and

Tovvoe

in ihe toast or “Conmoutors T Ine v
:':’umn L" “Scrutator,” in one of the humorous b 4
ter-dinner speeches for which he is famous, painted &
@ vivid word picture of the trials of the hack journalist,
as to the cosual contributor who can write 2
wlunthnﬁmm"mmdhmngmmuh 4
:rmno‘:" day and every doy whether the spirit moves
3
L

the aforementioned solitude does be to the bank-
ers, those gentlemen are coreful not ﬁ?,"ﬁ.,. it by living $

toost was to 2701,
Datwallinu, who in cmd‘dwh mby us what er?-' $
‘the low-down’ on Antony’s first re- &
Many zcinl !w\cﬁo:h: ‘:r- marred by an over- 3
. which tend to dim the rkle
of the proceedi bur!umm)hotoﬂthoummo ::
were present on gy will agree with me when | & |
4

say thot the iah-
of scintiliationg. - We™® the high-lights of o series |
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Western Mail (Perth, WA: 1885 — 1954), Thursday 5
November 1936, page 3

mn ) cm‘.-

| Dear “Non-Com."-—I am enclosing
nmmmm.mmm

Kalgoorlie Western
Argus (WA),
14 July 1914

named.  Everybody, i the CISCFICE
will wish suocess ,’to %dw.e and
Orogin.

Northern Standard 21-12-1926

Mr. Don Cronin, who has been having a "run of outs*' . since he came to the
Territory, met tuither misfortune early on, Saturday morn- ing last, his two ' horses,
which were, tethered to trees a few feet apart, at the- rear of the 2* mile work-shops
were struck dead by . lightning_.i. Otic of the horses \,as a galloper, named

"Hailstone" and had-, we understand, raced with success at - small meetings ' in west-
ern Queenland

Geraldton Guardian and Express (WA), Tuesday 27 July 1937
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|  Missing Steckman Found.—According
te reports received recently by the
: persistent :

of a stockman named Thomas Henry
Buscombe, who had not been heard of |
since he was employed at Ryro Station,
in the Mullewa aistrict, enrly last year.
Buscombe '

Investigation Branch (Inspector J.
Doyle) received a message from the
manager of the station (Mr. Knowles),
inthmatisge that Buscombe, whoe had
been working there on July Hth lasi, o
was mow at Milly Springs, Turee|

Epilogue
Don left this life in November 1955.

He is interred at the Katanning Cemetery; preceded
there by 13 other Cronins.

Leaving the cemetery, in the vicinity of the Piesse
graves; FH Piesse being the commercial founder of
Katanning, a local man, quick with a quip said the

following;
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‘Well, that’s goodbye to Don’ — he continued —
‘Wwwwwwwwwwe wwwwwwwill nnnnnnnever
seeeeeee hhhhhhhhhis lllllike again.’

Another man then said, ‘Irreverent, but entirely
appropriate.’

The joint collators of this brief history are

Jim West Lloyd Nelson

Last Word — About the 10t Light Horse’s only VC winner.
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Plague pfideﬁ Lloyd Nelsuﬁ and

Jenn

y Hickey watch as David Sims holds the plaque whiéh will form part

;:n‘the

memorial to Huge Throssell, who won 5 Victoria Cross on the Gallipoli peninsula in 1915. PICTURE: TONY ASHBY.

Town honours war hero 80 years on

By George Boylen

NORTHAM will pay homage
today to ome of its bravest s0ns,
Hugo Vivian Hope Throssell, a
confroversial war hero.

A Victoria Cross winner for
bravery on the Gallipoli peninsnla
in 1915, he shocked a big gather-
ing at a victory parade in Northam
in 1919 when he talked of his dis-

enchantment with war profiteers -

and said he was a socialist,

A memorial depicting the 10th
Light Horse Regiment soldier will
be unveiled today outside the Tat-
tersalls Flotel on a spot where he
made his controversial speech.

Hugo “Jim” Throssell was a
son of WA’s second premier,
George Throssell,

He and his brother grew up in
Northam at the family mansion,
Fermoy, and enlisted when war
broke out in 1914. .

A citation hanging on a wall at

the Army Museum in Fremantle .

describes his conspicuons bravery
and devotion to duty during
operations- on Kaiakij Aghala
(Hill 60) on August 29-30, 1915.

“Although seriously wounded in
several places during the counter-
attack, he refused to leave his post
or to obtain medical assistance till
all danger had passed, when he
had his wounds dressed and
returned ‘to the firing line until
ordered out of action by the medi-
cal officer.

“By his personal courage and
example he kept up the spirits of

his party and was largely instru-
mental in saving the situation at a
critical period.”

While recovering from his
wounds on a trip to England, he
met actress Katharine Susannah
Prichard, a founding member of
the Australian Communist Party,
She became his wife.,

He lived with Prichard at
Greenmount but in 1933,
depressed, plagued by money
problems and with his wife visiting
Russia, the war hero shot himself
dead with a service revolver. He
was 48.

His son, Ric Throssell, was
named by Soviet defector Vladi-
mir Petrov as a Soviet agent in
1954. He committed swicide in
Canberra in April.
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Extract from John Hamilton’s ANZAC Book,
‘The Price of Valour’,
Published by Pam McMillen

In 1998, a group of Northam citizens, led by Lloyd Nelson,
decided it was time to give Hugo a memorial. Their vision
was to have a life-size statue of the hero overlooking the main
thoroughfare through the town. But they ran into opposition.
As Nelson said, ‘Memories are very long in country towns.
They never forget. If you took a vote, half would be for him
and half against.’

Eventually, on the 28 August 1999, the governor of Western
Australia, Michael Jeffery, officially unveiled the Hugo
Throssell VC Memorial.

He said that, ‘it is probable that rejecting the values of his
peer group was the reason no memorial existed [before] for
Throssell’.
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